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I  Introduction 

The book of acts demonstrated that the power of God is available to the church so that we may reach 

the world with the Gospel. 

Psalm 111:6 

He has declared to His people the power of His works, In giving them the heritage of the nations. 

Acts 1:8  

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 

to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

There is a promise. The nations are going to be witnessed to and won over as the power of God is 

demonstrated. People are waiting to see the power of God, His love in operation. 

I (i) Why miracles are important 

a) Jesus’ ministry was a ministry of miracles. 

b) The ministry of the church, was a ministry of miracles 

c) The Bible is a book of miracles. You can’t separate miracles from your faith. 

Without miracles (demonstration) you simply have religion. Men often settle for religion but what 

they want is life.  

Christianity is the life of Jesus lived through us and that life is a miracle working life. Jesus does not 

change. Hebrews 13:8 (Jesus same yester, today, forever) 

The purpose of miracles is to separate men from dead religion, superstition and fear, and convert 

them to worship of the living God. 

What good is it to say God is in our midst, but He is never manifested? We need to expect to see God’s 

power manifested, He is alive! 

We are equipped to live a supernatural life, but the enemy will do everything he can to distract us 

from supernatural living. 
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I (ii) The foundation for miracles. 

a) A miracle is God’s love touching man’s need. 

• Redemption is a miracle 

• Reconciliation is a miracle 

• Forgiveness is a miracle 

• Eternal life is a miracle 

• God living in us is a miracle 

• God living through us is a miracle 

How? 

Galatians 3:5 

Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the 

works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?— 

The hearing of faith: the only requirements is that we hear – His promises, His nature, His will, That 

it’s possible.  

Romans 10:17 

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

b) One miracle will do more to advance God’s Kingdom than years of theological debate. 

2 Timothy 3:1-5  …having a form of Godliness but denying the power thereof… 

c) Miracles are the proof that Christ has truly risen from the dead. 

d) Miracles distinguish the true life of God from the empty religions of the world. 

Without the demonstration of power, what really is the difference between Christianity and Islam etc. 

I (iii) Miracles follow the Gospel. 

Mark 16:15-20 

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He 

that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And 

these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 

with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 

them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 So then after the Lord had spoken 

unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, 

and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. 

Amen. 
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John 14:12 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 

works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

Matthew 28-18-20 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 

and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 

Matthew 24:14 

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 

then shall the end come. 

Hebrews 2:3-4 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 

Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 4 God also bearing them witness, both 

with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 

will? 

I (iv) Miracles are necessary because the world still needs the Gospel. 

Matthew 10:7-8 

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the 

lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 

Matthew 9:35 

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 

Matthew 12:28 

But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 

I (v) Miracles demonstrate the Kingdom 

a) Jesus demonstrated the Kingdom, He didn’t just talk about it. 

 

Matthew 11:4-5 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and 

see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
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b) Stephen demonstrated the Kingdom 

 

Acts 6:8 

And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. 

c) Philip demonstrated the Kingdom 

 

Acts 8:5-8 

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 6 And the people with 

one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which 

he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with 

them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was great joy in 

that city. 

d) Paul demonstrated the Kingdom 

 

Romans 15:18-19 

For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the 

Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the 

Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel 

of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 

but in the power of God. 

A quote from T.L. Osborn (Evangelist/Teacher): “If we come to Him like they came to Him; If we hear 

what they heard; If we believe what they believed; If we call on Him as they called on Him; If we 

pray as they prayed, and if we act as they acted, WE WILL RECEIVE WHAT THEY RECEIVED AND WE 

WILL DO WHAT THEY DID!” 

We are going to study 7 keys to supernatural living that are demonstrated in the book of Acts: 

• The message – what was the message they preached. 

• The Spirit – The power of the Spirit. 

• The Word – the power of the Word 

• The Name – The power of the name of Jesus 

• The Power of Prayer. 

• The Mission – What was their focus. 

• The Church – God’s plan A  
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II  The Message 

The message of the church was the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The resurrection is the centre 

of the Gospel message and it’s what we must believe in order to be saved. 

Romans 10:8-13 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 

faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 

that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto 

righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, 

“Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name 

of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Acts 2:22-33 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, 

wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23 

Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken[a] by 

lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains 

of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning 

Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 

26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 

27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 28 

You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’[b] 29 

“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 

with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to 

sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul 

was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which 

we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from 

the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 

They preached the resurrection starting in Jerusalem to the people who have crucified Jesus. 

The Apostles were changed men because of witnessing the resurrection. 

The have a new conviction, new hope, new attitude, new courage and a willingness to sacrifice and 

suffer for the name of Christ. 

II (i) They recognised the power of His resurrection 

 

Philippians 3:10 

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 
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Romans 8:11 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the 

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

Romans 1:3-4 

concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 

4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 

from the dead. 

II (ii) The resurrection from the dead was a conclusive demonstration that 

Jesus Christ was the Son of God.  

2 Timothy 2:8-9 

Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead according to my 

gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is 

not chained. 

The resurrection was conclusive proof that the blood of Jesus Christ had the necessary power to save 

lost men from their sins. 

1 Corinthians 15:3-6 

For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 

Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over 

five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen 

asleep. 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say 

that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is 

not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 

Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up 

Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then 

Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then 

also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in 

Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 

Pauls makes it clear that there is no atonement without the resurrection. 
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If Christ did not rise from the dead then: 

• Preaching Christ would be foolish 

• Faith would be useless 

• The Apostles would be liars 

• We would still be in our sins 

• All dead believers would have perished 

• Christians would be the most miserable among men 
 

Read book of acts paying attention to the preaching of the resurrection. 

The resurrection proves: 

• The omnipotence of God – His power (All three members of the Godhead used their power in 

the resurrection) 

• That God has accepted Jesus once and for all as the sacrifice for sin 

• That the dead shall be raised again on the last day. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:14 

And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 

Everyone is held in the grip of death but because of Jesus everyone will be raised from the dead and 

stand before the judgement seat of Christ.  

III  The Spirit 

III (i) The need for the Spirit 

John 14:12 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater 

works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

Instructions Jesus gave before ascending into heaven: 

Luke 24:49 

Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem[a] until you are 

endued with power from on high.” 
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Acts 1:4-8 

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 

to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 

Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me[a] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” 

• Instructions: wait in Jerusalem. As His disciples they had performed miracles and witnessed 

His resurrection but they still needed the Holy Spirit. 

• Promise: you shall be endued with power. 

• Declared a purpose: you will be my witnesses. 

Luke 11:13 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 

III (ii) On the day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:16-21 

16 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all 

who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 15 For these are not drunk, 

as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken by the 

prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit 

on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your 

old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 

My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs 

in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. 21 And it 

shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’ 

 

1. I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. The Holy Spirit has been poured out on all flesh but 
it’s only when we “take the lid off” ourselves that we get filled. (By choosing to ask God for 
HS baptism) 

2. I will show wonders – If you are preaching the right Word then signs and wonders will 
follow. 

3. Those that call upon the name of the Lord will be saved. The same Spirit that fills us with 
power is the Spirit that brings men to salvation. 
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Mark 16:17-20 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak 

with new tongues; 18 they[a] will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 

means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

The signs and wonders as wrought by the Spirit represent the “witness” of His life. 

Hebrews 2:3-4 

how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the 

Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs 

and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

It's God’s will to confirm His Word with signs, those are His witness. Do you expect this? 

Acts 9:17 

And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may 

receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

Paul was chosen by Jesus to represent Him, but it was necessary that Paul be filled with the Holy Spirit, 

even though he’d seen the vision and encountered God. 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring 

to you the testimony[a] of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my 

speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human[b] wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in 

the power of God. 

Paul demonstrated the Kingdom with power. That was the reason for his success and was the outcome 

of his baptism in the Holy Spirit. Paul’s success was not due to his eloquence, but due to the power of 

the Holy Spirit working through him. 

Mental arguments will produce mental believers. The Spirit will transform lives. – No one can argue 

with miracles/testimonies. 

Acts 10:44-47 

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 

And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because 

the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak 

with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these 

should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 

Being filled with power from on high is not the same as being born again. 
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Acts 19:1-6 

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, 

came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 

when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy 

Spirit.”3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 

4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that 

they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 5 When they heard 

this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 

The question: “have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed? 

Vs 1 – The assumption is that the disciples are born again believers. 

Romans 8:9 – (Paul would assume they had the Spirit of Christ) 

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone 

does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 

1 Corinthians 12:13 – (Believers have been baptised by the Spirit into the body) 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 

free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

a) Jesus said; be endued with power from on high 

Luke 24:49 

Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem[a] until you are 

endued with power from on high.” 

b) Paul said; be filled with the Spirit 

Ephesians 5:18 

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 

c) John said; anointing you received abides in you 

1 John 2:27 

But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 

teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, 

and just as it has taught you, you will[a] abide in Him. 

d) Isaiah prophesied… that the yoke shall be destroyed because of or by the anointing. 

Isaiah 10:27 

It shall come to pass in that day That his burden will be taken away from your shoulder, And his 

yoke from your neck, And the yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing oil. 
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Acts 10:38 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing 

good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

III (iii) The Purpose of the Spirit 

-So that you can be a witness 

-The Holy Spirit is a missionary Spirit 

If believers are to continue the ministry of Jesus in the earth, we will need to be filled with the 

same Spirit that He was filled with. 

a) The purpose of the Spirit in the life of Jesus 

 

Luke 4:18 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight 

to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 

1. Deliverance 
2. Healing 
3. Preaching the Word 

 

Acts 10:38 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing 

good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

b) The purpose of the Spirit in the first believers. 

 

Acts 4:29-31 

Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak 

Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through 

the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were 

assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the 

word of God with boldness. 

They believed the power, they sought the power, they received the power and they acted on the 

power. They called on the Lord to witness to their testimony. 
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Examples: 

1. Barnabas – His teaching brought people into the church. 
 

Acts 11:22-24 

Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas 

to go as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and 

encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord. 24 For he was a 

good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 

 

2. Stephen – He performed many miracles. 
 

Acts 6:3-8 

Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit 

and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to 

prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they 

chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when 

they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the 

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. 

 

3. Philip – He demonstrated the Kingdom with power 
 

Acts 8:5-7 

Then Philip went down to the[a] city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes 

with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many 

who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 

 

4. Paul – signs and wonders are part of fully preaching the Gospel. 
 

Romans 15:18-19 

For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in 

word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient— 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of 

the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel 

of Christ. 
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(Tongues is not the purpose of the Holy Spirit. Tongues are a manifestation of the “experience” of 

being filled with the Holy Spirit, but tongues alone are not the purpose. Tongues are a tool to help 

you.) 

c) The purpose is to take the gospel with power to the nations. 

 

Acts 4:32-33 

Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; they had all things in 

common. 33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 

And great grace was upon them all. 

Reaching the lost is the true purpose for being filled with the Spirit. Those whose hearts are burdened 

for the lost and who speak by the Spirit, the Word of God with boldness, will see signs and miracles in 

their lives. 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:5  (Paul declared the whole counsel of God with power) 

 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in 

much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake. 

IV  The Word 

When we are born again, we should immediately be seeking nourishment from the Word. There is life 

in the Word. 

IV (i) The power of the Word 

Immediately after receiving the power of the Spirit, Peter preached the Word to a crowd of thousands. 

a) Pentecost 

 

Acts 2:41-42 

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls 

were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in 

the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

Peter had the opportunity to preach because of the power of the Spirit. 

People heard this Word in this format, for the first time ever +3000 people were born again. 
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Acts 4:1-4 

Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came 

upon them, 2 being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the 

resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next 

day, for it was already evening. 4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the 

number of the men came to be about five thousand. 

When the Word is preached the church grows! 

b) The Apostles 

Acts 6:2 

Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should 

leave the word of God and serve tables. 

Acts 6:4 

but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 

The early church was marked by the preaching of the Living Word which 

transformed lives. The apostles decided that the Word was more important than 

the day to day affairs of the church. 

There has to be management but there also has to be those called to leading the 

ministry in the Word. 

c) The Church 

Acts 8:4 

Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 

The Word brings persecution which will make people bold. 

Acts 8:5 

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 

Acts 8:14-15 

Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 

they sent Peter and John to them, 15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they 

might receive the Holy Spirit. 

To receive the word they believed. People received the word, then the Holy Spirit 

– they were now equipped to be witnesses. 

Acts 8:25 

So when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching 

the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 

God’s Word produces the same results today as it did in the book of Acts. Where the Word is preached, 

men are saved and signs follow. 
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IV (ii) The Prevailing Word 

a) The sower sows the Word 

Mark 4:26-29 

And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, 27 and should 

sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know 

how. 28 For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the 

head. 29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

When we are preaching the Word, we are sowing seed and the seed never loses it’s potential to bring 

forth life. No matter how long it takes for the heart to become receptive. 

b) The Word increased 

Acts 6:7 

Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and 

a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

The word increased and the number of disciples multiplied.  

c) The Word grew and multiplied. 

Acts 12:24 

But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

d) The Word prevailed 

Acts 19:18-20 

And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also, many of those who 

had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they 

counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord 

grew mightily and prevailed. 

Acts 19:9-11 

But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, 

he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 

And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 

Jews and Greeks. 
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IV (iii) A passion for the Word 

a) Hunger for the Word 

Jeremiah 15:16 

Your words were found, and I ate them, And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; 

For I am called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts. 

b) Integrity of the Word 

Jeremiah 1:12 

Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am ready to perform My word.” 

God watches over His Word to perform it. God’s Word does not return void. 

c) The power of the Word 

Jeremiah 23:29 

“Is not My word like a fire?” says the Lord, “And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 

Everything we need for life is in the Word – it is powerful 2 Peter 1:1-3 

IV (iv) The fruit of the Word 

a) Sergius Paulus 

Acts 13:6-12 

Now when they had gone through the island[a] to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 

prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus, 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an 

intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But 

Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul 

away from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at 

him 10 and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all 

righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 11 And now, indeed, the 

hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” And immediately 

a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the 

proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the 

Lord. 

Sergius Paulus wanted to hear the Word. This is what people really want to hear. Paul accessed the 

authority that he had and Sergius Paulus was astonished at the doctrine. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A6-12&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27369a
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b) Hunger for the Word 

Men want to hear the Word even if they don’t know it. Some will reject it, but others will be born 

again. 

Acts 13:14-16 

Now when Paul and his party set sail from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia; and John, 

departing from them, returned to Jerusalem. 14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to 

Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down. 15 And after the 

reading of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, “Men and 

brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.” 16 Then Paul stood up, and 

motioning with his hand said, “Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: 

Acts 13:26 

 “Men and brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to you the 

word of this salvation has been sent. 

Acts 13:44 

On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God.  

Acts 13:47-49 

For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, That you should be 

for salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 48 Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and 

glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.49 And the 

word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region.  

When we make the main thing the main thing, people get saved. 

Acts 14:1-3 

Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke 

that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred 

up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brethren. 3 Therefore they stayed there a long 

time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs 

and wonders to be done by their hands. 

c) Missions and the Word 

Acts 15:35-36 

Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with 

many others also. 36 Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us now go back and visit 

our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are 

doing.” 

Everywhere they went they preached the Word and Churches were born. 
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d) Keep sowing the Word 

All seed has the potential to reproduce, when the soil becomes receptive. 

Ecclesiastes 11:6 

In the morning sow your seed, And in the evening do not withhold your hand; For you do not know 

which will prosper, Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be good. 

IV (v) The living Word 

a) God’s Word is alive, quick and powerful 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart. 

b) God’s Word will not return to Him void 

Isaiah 55:11 

So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall 

accomplish what I please,And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

c) God sends His Word to heal us 

Psalm 107:20 

He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. 

d) God’s Word is His power unto salvation 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 

e) The world was created and is sustained by the Word 

2 Peter 3:5-7 

For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing 

out of water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with 

water. 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for 

fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 
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f) God’s nature is available to us by the Word 

2 Peter 1:4 

by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 

may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

g) The Word transforms our spirits 

1 Peter 1:23 

having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which 

lives and abides forever, 

h) The Word saves our souls 

James 1:21 

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the 

implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

i) Jesus is the living Word 

John 1:1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

John1:14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

j) We know God through His Word 

John 14:23 

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love 

him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 

k) God confirms His Word with signs and wonders 

Mark 16:20 

And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word 

through the accompanying signs. Amen. 

l) We are sanctified by the Word 

John 17:17 

Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 

 



418GLOBAL NPC 

 
Acts: Living Supernaturally 

 

 

21 of 42 

 

m) The Word will make you free 

John 8:31-32 

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 

indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

IV (vi) The active Word 

a) They spoke the Word 

Acts 4:31 

And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

Start by speaking the word over yourself. 

b) They wrote the Word 

Colossians 4:16 

Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, 

and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 

c) They acted on the Word 

Acts 19:9-10 

But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, 

he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 

And this continued for two years, so that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 

Jews and Greeks. 

They went out and preached the Word. 
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V  The Name of Jesus 

V (i) The glory of the Name 

This name has an authority that has been given to us. Everything that God is, stands for and represents 

is found in the Name of Jesus. 

Philippians 2:8-11 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point 

of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him 

the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those 

in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

When Scripture talks about a name, it means the nature, character, purpose, identity, integrity and 

authority that is revealed or referred to. 

Ephesians 1:19-23 

19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 

seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and 

might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to 

come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 

23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

This name is above every name – not only in this age but also in the age to come. 

Ephesians 2:4-7 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we 

were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and 

raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the 

ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus. 

We pray from being seated in heavenly places, knowing that we have Him in us. 

Colossians 3:17 

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through Him. 

Whatever you do, do in the name – the integrity, authority, nature and purpose of Jesus. 
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V (ii) The seven redemptive names of God 

In the names of God, we get insights into His nature and character. Jesus as God, reflects the Father 

perfectly (Hebrews 1:1-4) 

a) Jehovah- Jireh: The Lord will provide. 

Genesis 22:13-14 

Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its 

horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 

14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the 

Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

Ephesians 5:2 

And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 

God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 

He will provide the sacrifice. 

b) Jehovah- Rapha: the Lord that heals. 

Exodus 15:26 

and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, give 

ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I 

have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.” 

Isaiah 53:5 

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for 

our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 

Matthew 8:17 

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our 

infirmities And bore our sicknesses.” 

1 Peter 2:24 

who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 

righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 

c) Jehovah-Nissi: the Lord our banner 

Exodus 17:8-15 

Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us 

some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of 

God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, 

Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that 

Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands became 

heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his 
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hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going 

down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 14 Then 

the Lord said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, 

that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar 

and called its name, The-Lord-Is-My-Banner; 

1 Corinthians 15:57 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the 

fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 

The banner of victory. 

d) Jehovah-Shalom: The Lord our peace / The Lord sends peace 

Judges 6:24 

So Gideon built an altar there to the Lord, and called it The-Lord-Is-Peace. To this day it is still in 

Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

John 14:27 

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 

heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

e) Jehovah-Ra-ah: the Lord my shepherd 

Psalm 23:1-3 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads 

me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousnessFor His 

name’s sake. 

John 10:11 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 

f) Jehovah-Tsidkenu: the Lord our righteousness 

Jeremiah 23:6 

In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will 

be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God 

in Him. 
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g) Jehovah-Shammah: the Lord is present 

Ezekiel 48:35 

All the way around shall be eighteen thousand cubits; and the name of the city from that day shall 

be: THE LORD IS THERE.” 

Matthew 28:20 

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age.” Amen. 

V (iii) The authority of the Name 

You don’t go into the bank, crawling and begging to withdraw your money… Do you know what’s 

yours? Then use the Name of Jesus and make a withdrawal! 

Luke 10:19 

Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 

John 14:13-15 

And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you 

ask[ anything in My name, I will do it. 

• If you ask anything in the nature, authority, purpose,  

• anything that reflects His integrity,  

• anything according to His Word, which is His nature and identity… 

John 15:16 

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 

and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 

John 16:23-26 

“And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father 

in My name He will give you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will 

receive, that your joy may be full. 25 “These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; but 

the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly 

about the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the 

Father for you; 

V (iv) The Power of the Name 

If He were dead, His Name would have no power! 

Acts 2:21 

And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’ 
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Acts 2:38 

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Be baptised in the nature, identity, authority, purpose and integrity of Jesus - See Romans chapter 6. 

Acts 3:1-16 

Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a 

certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 

which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple; 3 who, seeing Peter and 

John about to go into the temple, asked for alms. 4 And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, 

“Look at us.” 5 So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 6 Then Peter 

said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately 

his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8 So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the 

temple with them—walking, leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and 

praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the 

temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 11 Now as 

the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the 

porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to the 

people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our 

own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the 

presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14 But you denied the Holy One and the 

Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised 

from the dead, of which we are witnesses. 16 And His name, through faith in His name, has made 

this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him 

this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 

Peter was primarily exercising faith here. Peter had a revelation of the power of the name of Jesus 

and his faith was in that name.  

Acts 4:7 

And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, “By what power or by what name have you 

done this?” 

The people realised that things happening were out of the ordinary and that there had to be a power 

behind them. We either give our cooperation to Jesus or to the flesh or to the power of the devil. 

Everything has a source. 

Acts 4:10-12 

let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you 

whole. This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief 

cornerstone.’ Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 
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Acts 4:17-18 

But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on 

they speak to no man in this name.”18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at 

all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 

The authorities recognised that everything has an authority source and that Jesus was the source of 

the authority for the miracle (which they didn’t like). 

Acts 8:5-7 

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes with 

one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 

For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many 

who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 

Philip preached the name of Jesus and miracles happened. When the name enters the environment 

and circumstances, things change. 

Acts 8:12 

But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the 

name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 

You can’t read the book of Acts without seeing their reliance on the message, the nature, the Word 

and the Spirit. 

[col 2:9 in Christ dwells godhead fully] 

V (v) Resistance to the Name 

The enemy does all he can to destroy those who call upon the Name (We can overcome his attempts). 

Acts 5:28-32 

saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled 

Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” 29 But Peter and the other 

apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers 

raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. 31 Him God has exalted to His right 

hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are 

His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey 

Him.” 

The apostles were told not to preach in the name of Jesus, but they had to be obedient to God.  

Acts 5:40-42 

And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they 

commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed 

from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His[a] 

name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching 

Jesus as the Christ. 
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Acts 26:9-11 

“Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 This 

I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the 

chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 And I punished them 

often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged 

against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities. 

Paul was initially against the name of Jesus. 

Acts 9:14-15 

14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” 15 But the 

Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, 

and the children of Israel. 

Acts 15:25-26 

25 it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with our 

beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The sufferings and persecution goes back to the name – the source of power and authority. 

Acts 21:13 

 Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not 

only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

V (vi) Conclusion 

Everything is subject to the name of Jesus, if you have faith in that name. 

a) The name of Jesus saves us. 

Acts 4:12 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved.” 

Acts 10:43 

To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission 

of sins.” 

b) The name of Jesus heals us 

Acts 3:16 

And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, 

the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 
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c) The name of Jesus gives us victory over the forces of Satan 

Mark 16:17 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak 

with new tongues; 

Acts 16:18 

And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command 

you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. 

Acts 19:12-16 

so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left 

them and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon 

themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise 

you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief 

priest, who did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who 

are you?” 16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and 

prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

d) The name of Jesus gives us access to the Father in prayer. 

John 16:23 

“And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father 

in My name He will give you. 

John 14:12-14 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater 

works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that 

I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

In a sense we have power of attorney here on earth to do things in Jesus’ name. 

VI  The power of prayer 

Acts 4:23-31 

And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders 

had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and 

said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who 

by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain 

things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against the 

Lord and against His Christ.’ 27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both 

Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do 

whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their 

threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching 

out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy 
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Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was 

shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

 

• Lifted up their voice with one accord 

• Recognised God as their source 

• Included the Word in their prayer 

• Recognised the plan of redemption 

• Asked for boldness to speak His Word 

• Expected God to confirm the Word with signs following 

• Recognised the power of the Name of Jesus 

VI (i) Some examples of prayer in the book of Acts 

a) Prayer for God’s wisdom in choosing servants 

Acts 6:6 

whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. 

b) Prayer to receive the Holy Spirit 

Acts 8:15 

who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 

c) Prayer before raising Tabitha from the dead 

Acts 9:40 

But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, 

arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 

d) Prayer before ministering healing 

Acts 28:8 

And it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in to him and 

prayed, and he laid his hands on him and healed him. 

e) Prayer resulting in a visit from an angel 

Acts 10:30-31 

So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour[a] I prayed in my 

house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer 

has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God. 

f) Prayer in sending forth missionaries 

Acts 13:3 

Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A30-31&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27290a
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g) Prayer in the ordination of elders 

Acts 14:23 

So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 

them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

h) Prayer in prison 

Acts 16:25-26 

But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. 

i) Prayer for release from prison 

Acts 12:5 

Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 

j) Prayer in departing 

Acts 20:36 

And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 

k) Receiving direction in prayer 

Acts 22:17-18 

“Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance 

18 and saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive 

your testimony concerning Me.’ 

l) Setting apart a time of prayer 

Acts 3:1 

Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 

m) Devoted to prayer and the Word 

Acts 6:4 

but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 

VI (ii) Effective Prayer. 

a) Elijah our example  

James 5:13-18 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is 

anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 

Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Confess your trespasses 

to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a 

righteous man avails much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly 
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that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 18 And he prayed 

again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 

‘effective fervent’ prayer achieves the following: 

• Effective prayer reaches it’s maximum potential 

• Effective prayer has a sure goal 

• Effective prayer is convinced if the will of God 

• Effective prayer releases power 

By the means of effective, fervent prayer we execute the will of God in the earth. 

b) ‘a righteous man’ 

1 Peter 3:12 

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of 

the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God 

in Him. 

Our righteousness, being right with God, is a free gift given to us through believing in Jesus Christ. 

Through faith in Him, we are saved and He exchanges His innocence for our guilt. When we have 

received Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour (Romans 10:8-13, Ephesians 2:8) we are saved and made 

right with God. We can therefore as born-again believers, pray with confidence that our prayers are 

without exception, the prayers of righteous people. We are however called to pray prayers that line 

up with the Word of God. God can’t answer prayers that go against His Word. 

c) Elijah’s prayer 

1 Kings 17:1 

And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord God of Israel lives, 

before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.” 

“before whom I stand” Elijah knew his identity, he knew who he was. 

“according to my word” – Elijah took the authority God gave him upon himself. He had confidence to 

speak in his authority. 

1 Kings 18:1-2 

And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, 

saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” 2 So Elijah went to present 

himself to Ahab; and there was a severe famine in Samaria. 

Elijah had a Word from God 

1 Kings 18:41 

Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.” 

1 Kings 18:42-45 

So Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; then he bowed down on 

the ground, and put his face between his knees, 43 and said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward 
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the sea.” So he went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And seven times he said, “Go 

again.” 44 Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, “There is a cloud, as small as a 

man’s hand, rising out of the sea!” So he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot, and go 

down before the rain stops you.’” 45 Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black 

with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab rode away and went to Jezreel. 

Elijah had a Word and obeyed God to go to Ahab but he still went up to pray. 

• Conception 

• Persistence 

• Harvest 

Elijah first declared what would happen, then he prayed until it happened. Be the channel though 

which God’s will happens. 

Mark 4:26-29 

And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, 27 and should 

sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know 

how. 28 For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the 

head. 29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

When the cloud was the size of a man’s hand, that was the first blade. Elijah stayed in prayer until full 

manifestation. 

VI (iii) Our Prayer Potential 

Mark 11:23-24 

For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ 

and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have 

whatever he says. 24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that 

you receive them, and you will have them. 

The mountain, is the obstacle that prevents us going forward, it is in our way. It can be sickness, 

poverty, relationship breakdown or any other thing that the devil would use to cause us to stop going 

forward. Jesus didn’t say tell God about the mountain (problem), He said speak to it and tell it to go! 

(See example of Jesus speaking to a fig tree and how He changed a physical situation by speaking 

directly to the tree - Mark 11:12-14, Mark 11:20-22) 

Matthew 17:20-21 

So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief;  for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a 

mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing 

will be impossible for you. 21 However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting. 

Jesus said when we pray that we must believe we receive. Sometimes we have faith for something 

but the physical manifestations of evil cause us to doubt. In the verses above, the disciples could not 

cause a demon to leave a sick boy. Jesus said that it was because of their unbelief (doubt) that they 

failed. This kind of unbelief that they had, could only be removed by prayer and fasting. Prayer and 

fasting don’t change God and they don’t make demons weaker… Prayer and fasting, refocus us on the 

things of God, His goodness and His power. When we have refocused/recalibrated our hearts, then 
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we will speak the name of Jesus without doubt or fear and see the demons (and any other bad 

situation) flee from us. 

VII  The mission – the focus was reaching the world 

God’s power is tied to His purpose, which is to reach and save the world. God’s heart is a missionary 

heart which is focused on the people of the whole world. 

John 3:16-17 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

Acts 1:8 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 

to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

The supernatural life is closely related to reaching the lost, and reaching the lost is God’s heart. 

Acts 2:37-39 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as 

many as the Lord our God will call.” 

Acts 8:1 

Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church 

which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 

except the apostles. 

The missionary emphasis is what Acts is all about. 

Acts 10:34-35 

Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in 

every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 

Acts 13:2-3 

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on 

them, they sent them away.  

VII (i) Looking at God’s purpose from the beginning. 

When we want to understand why God does something, a good principle is to look at how He first set 

things up. Where a thing is first mentioned often provides an understanding of its purpose. 
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a) Creation: God’ original purpose. 

Genesis 1:26-28 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all[a] the earth and over 

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the 

image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and 

God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of 

the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

Be fruitful and multiply. God wanted a human race, who bore the image of Adam, who bore the image 

of God. God’s heart for people is family, having them in His family. 

b) Abraham: God’s purpose renewed. 

Genesis 12:1-3 

Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s 

house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your 

name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him 

who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

God’s heart revealed again, to have a family.  

c) Jesus: God’s plan revealed. 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life. 

Philippians 2:5-8 

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not 

consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

Jesus was willing to become like us because He loved us. Jesus walked in power because He was about 

God’s purpose. 

d) God’s plan fulfilled 

Matthew 24:14 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and 

then the end will come. 

Revelation 7:9 

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 

tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands, 
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The missionary heart is the heart that has been transformed by the love of God and can see the world 

through His eyes.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is so that you can be a witness. 

VII (ii) The urgency of the mission. 

a) Jesus came to preach 

Mark 1:38 

But He said to them, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also, because for this 

purpose I have come forth.” 

b) He sent the 12 to preach 

Mark 6:7-13 

And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power 

over unclean spirits. 8 He commanded them to take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bag, 

no bread, no copper in their money belts— 9 but to wear sandals, and not to put on two tunics. 10 

Also He said to them, “In whatever place you enter a house, stay there till you depart from that place. 

11 And whoever[a] will not receive you nor hear you, when you depart from there, shake off the dust 

under your feet as a testimony against them.[b] Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for 

Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!” 12 So they went out and preached 

that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who 

were sick, and healed them. 

c) He sent 70 more to preach 

Luke 10-1-2 

After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also,[a] and sent them two by two before His 

face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. 2 Then He said to them, “The 

harvest truly isgreat, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into His harvest. 

Luke 10:10-11 

But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘The very 

dust of your city which clings to us[a] we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the 

kingdom of God has come near you.’ 

d) The Great Commission 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. 19 Go therefore[a] and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

By now Jesus had sent out 82. While He was talking to the 12 here, Jesus knew this was more than 

they could do alone. This is Jesus’ commissioning of the church. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A1-2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25365a
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e) We are sent as He was sent. 

John 20:21 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

All of us have been sent! 

Acts 1:8 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 

to Me[a] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

VII (iii) Looking at Paul’s call 

Acts 26:17-18 

I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now[a] send you, 

18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 

God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified 

by faith in Me.’ 

How will they hear without a preacher? 

Romans 10:12-15 

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call 

upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”[a] 14 How then shall they 

call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 

not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they 

are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,[b] Who 

bring glad tidings of good things!” 

Jesus was called, Paul was called… 

a) The difference between being called and being sent. 

God calls Paul 

Acts 9:10-15 

Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, 

“Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street 

called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is 

praying. 12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on 

him, so that he might receive his sight.” 13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 

about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And here he has 

authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, 

for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.  

God sends Paul 

Acts 13:1-3 

Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 

who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26932a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A12-15&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28202a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A12-15&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28204b
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and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, 

and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

Paul spent about 14 years from being called to being sent. He wasn’t idle during this time, he still told 

people about Jesus and taught but this was preparation time. We don’t need to wait 14 years, we 

have the New Testament writings together with the Holy Spirit… 

When Paul was sent, He had revelation, a proven ministry and the confirmation of the church. 

b) Reaching the world. 

Acts 1:8 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 

to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

• Jerusalem: Your own sphere of life and influence. Where you were born/are now living. 

• Judea: Surrounding areas that are culturally the same as your Jerusalem. 

• Samaria: Area’s that are similar but different. 

• The World: The most culturally different from you. 

God’s strategy is to start closest to you and then to reach out. God’s heart is for the world.  

VIII  The Church – God’s plan A 

Acts 20:28  

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to shepherd the church of God[a] which He purchased with His own blood. 

Jesus purchased the church with His blood. We need to take it seriously and be careful about criticising 

it. The church is the body of Christ, all the believers on the earth, not a building or some of the hollow 

man made organisations that call themselves churches. 

Acts 14:23 

So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 

them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

Not only did Jesus purchase the universal church, but Acts is about the planting of  local churches. 

We need to be connected to the local expression of the church. Don’t not participate because the 

church “isn’t doing things the right way…” 

VIII (i) Four reasons that the church is important 

a) The authority of Christ resides in His church. 

Ephesians 1:20-23 

which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in 

the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every 

name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things 
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under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the 

fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

There is an authority that has been invested in the church both universally and locally. If you 

disconnect yourself from the body, then you lose this authority. We need to all work together. 

Acts 5:11 

So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these things. 

The authority invested in the church and in Peter is what was operating here. 

We see little of this today, because of the lack of unity in the church. Everything is so fragmented. 

Acts 15:22 

But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, 

This is the council in Jerusalem. Where the elders and the church came to a conclusion about the 

gentiles. 

b) The purpose of Christ is realised through the church 

Ephesians 3:10 

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the 

church the manifold wisdom of God, 

The wisdom of God is to be expressed to the powers and principalities through us. 

Acts 14:27 

And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had 

done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 

The church sent them out on their first ministry journey (Acts 13). When they came back they reported 

back to the church. The church was the body through which the purposes of God were realised 

(missions). 

Acts 15:3 

And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring 

the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 

The church was sending and supporting missions. 

c) The purpose of your life is discovered in the church. 

Ephesians 4:11-16 

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 

teachers;12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:14 That we henceforth be no more 

children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 

cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
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into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together 

and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure 

of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

Jesus gave gifts to the body for the body. 

Acts 13:1-3 

Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 

Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up 

with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 

Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.3 And when they had 

fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 

Barnabas and Saul’s sending took place in the context of the church. 

d) The life of Christ is released through the church 

Ephesians 4:16 

From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 

according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto 

the edifying of itself in love. 

As we are together the life of Jesus is released. People grow and are edified in that environment. 

Ephesians 4:25 

 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one 

of another. 

Many times we preach an individualistic gospel but the truth is the message is about us, we need each 

other. 

Ephesians 5:30 

 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 

Remember when looking at a local church that it is not so much the size or the methods that matter 

but the fruit of transformed lives that is coming out of that church. 

VIII (ii) Five responsibilities of every church.  

Acts 2:41-42 

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto 

them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 

fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

The local church should be an organism in which there is community. 
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a) The Word must be preached. 

Acts 11:26 

And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they 

assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called 

Christians in Antioch. 

Acts 14:21 

And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to 

Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 

Acts 15:35 

Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with 

many others also. 

Acts 18:11 

And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

Acts 20:20 

how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from 

house to house, 

The early church fellowshipped around the Word. Their lives were built around the Word and they 

had communion around the Apostle’s doctrine (Word). 

b) There must be worship 

1 Corinthians 14:26 

How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, 

has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 

Psalm 150:1-6 

Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty firmament! 2 Praise Him for 

His mighty acts; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness! 3 Praise Him with the sound of the 

trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! 4 Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise Him with 

stringed instruments and flutes! 5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals! 

6 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord! 

Ephesians 5:19 

speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 

your heart to the Lord, 

Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

Worship is a part of coming together. Churches need to lead people into a place of worship, a place of 

focusing on God and giving Him praise and thanks. 
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c) There must be prayer 

Acts 4:24-31 

So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are 

God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your 

servant David[a] have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain things? 26 The kings 

of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against the Lord and against His 

Christ.’[b] 27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius 

Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand 

and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to 

Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to 

heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 

And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

Churches should be praying together. 

d) There must be communion/fellowship 

Acts 2:42 

 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in prayers. 

Acts 20:7 

Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to 

depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 

Churches should be a place for communion and fellowship. We need to be able to have fun with like 

minded people. 

e) There must be evangelism 

1 Thessalonians 1:5-8  

For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in 

much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake. 6 And you 

became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the 

Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from 

you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 

place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 

If churches are really going to live and prosper, they need to be about God’s heart - evangelism. 

Churches will prosper in direct proportion to having God’s heart for reaching the lost. 


