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I  Understanding the sovereignty of God 

Sovereignty: the quality or state of being sovereign, of having supreme power or authority. 

There is a lot of confusion over God’s sovereignty and how this relates to events on the earth. Some 

say God controls every action and some say He’s not involved at all. How we see God as acting on the 

earth is critical to how we will see His nature. If we are not confident in His absolute goodness towards 

us, we will not trust Him. 

Let’s look at some Bible verses to help us understand this. 

I (i) God owns everything, and He rules over all 

Deuteronomy 10:14 

14 Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to the Lord your God, also the earth with all that 

is in it. 

Psalm 89:11 

11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all its fullness, You have founded 

them. 

Psalm 24:1 

1The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein. 

1 Chronicles 29:11 - 12 

11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, The power and the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that 

is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, And You are exalted as head over 

all. 12 Both riches and honor come from You, And You reign over all. In Your hand is power and 

might; In Your hand it is to make great And to give strength to all. 

The verses above are clear that God owns everything and that He is the ruler over all.  

Some people have taken this to mean that God is either controlling or allowing every event on the 

earth. If this is true then every murder, rape, theft, sickness, injury etc would occur either because 

God caused it or allowed it. How could a God that causes or allows these things, be called good? How 

could He be called the personification of love?  

Many people stop here. Let’s look further at the Bible to see what it says.  

I (ii) God placed mankind to rule the earth 

Genesis 1:26-28 

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and 

over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in 

the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, 

and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the 

fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/sovereign
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Dominion: the power or right of governing and controlling; sovereign authority 

Subdue: to conquer and bring into subjection; to overpower by superior force; overcome. 

We see here that God’s original intent for mankind was to subdue and have dominion over the earth 

that He had created. God as the ruler and owner of the earth chose to delegate His right to rule to 

mankind. God’s delegated authority over the earth, was without limits. Man had a total, unlimited 

mandate to rule. Asaph, the prophet and worship leader had a revelation of this authority to rule and 

even likened men to gods in Psalm 82:6! 

Psalm 82:6 

I said, “You are gods, And all of you are children of the Most High 

Psalm 115:16 

16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s; But the earth He has given to the children of men. 

Psalm 115:16 seems to contradict the verses on God’s ownership of the earth in section I(i), unless we 

understand the mandate given in Genesis 1:26-28. Mankind was appointed as stewards or under-kings 

to rule as God’s representatives on the earth.  

Hebrews 2:5-8 

5 For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels. 6 But one testified 

in a certain place, saying: “What is man that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man that You take 

care of him? 7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory 

and honor, And set him over the works of Your hands. 8 You have put all things in subjection under 

his feet.” For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But 

now we do not yet see all things put under him. 

We need to understand that when God gives something, He does not take it back. His Word is 

something He will not break. God even went as far as to place His Word above His very name, clearly 

binding Himself to be subject to His own Word! 

Romans 11:29 

29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

Psalm 138:2 

2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your 

truth; For You have magnified Your word above all Your name. 

Psalm 89:34 

My covenant I will not break, Nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips. 

So how did things go wrong? 

I (iii) The devil fooled man into sin and stole his authority 

Genesis 3:1-7 

1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 

And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 

2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit 

of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch 

it, lest you die.’” 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that 
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in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 

tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, 

and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 

they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

The devil (serpent – Revelations 20:2) temped Adam and Eve into disobeying God and obeying him. 

He did this by making them fear that God was holding out on them. They were already created in the 

image of God so how could God not want them to be like Him? Their foolishness caused them to 

disconnect from God as their source and authority and connect to the devil. 

Romans 6:16 

16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves 

whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

When they became the devil’s slave by obeying him over God, the devil was able to steal the authority 

to rule the earth from Adam and Eve and use it to control and bring his evil into the world (John 12:31, 

John 16:11, 2 Corinthians 4:4). Adam and Eve empowered the devil on the earth, not God! 

The question people ask is that why did God not step in to stop the devil taking over? God had given 

total authority to Adam and Eve. Their choices were a part of that delegation of authority. For God to 

override the results of their choices would be for Him to go back on His Word. He gave His Word that 

they were in control, this meant that their choices and the results of those choices had to stand. 

The result of Adam and Eve’s choice was that the earth was cursed and they were driven out of the 

garden of Eden. 

Genesis 3:17-24 

17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from 

the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your 

sake;In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 

you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you 

return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” 20 

And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 Also for Adam 

and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. 22 Then the Lord God said, 

“Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his 

hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the Lord God sent him 

out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; 

and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every 

way, to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Because the devil was now exercising rule over the earth, every evil thing we see today was released 

into the earth. This is because the devil can only steal, kill and destroy, it’s his nature. 

John 10:10 [brackets added] 

10 The thief [devil] does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they 

may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 

God is not the one causing all the evil in the earth, the devil is! 
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I (iv) Jesus defeated the devil and took back the authority to rule the earth 

 Jesus was God’s good plan to undo the devil’s evil one. God immediately after Adam and Eve’s sin, 

revealed His plan to save mankind (This plan works while still honouring His Word completely). 

Genesis 3:15 

15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He 

shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

Here God speaks to the devil and tells him that the seed of the woman will crush his head. Woman 

don’t have seed, men do. God was speaking of the virgin birth of Jesus. Jesus would crush the devil’s 

head (defeat him totally) and in the process bruise His heel (temporary suffering at crucifixion). 

Isaiah 7:14 

14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel. 

Revelations 13:8 

8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life 

of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

Jesus came into the world to destroy the works of the devil. 

1 John 3:8 

8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of 

God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus (Himself God) had to come to the earth as a man to fix things? 

Why not just wave His hands from heaven and have everything fixed is a moment of time? 

Remember that God does not go back on His Word. He had given the earth to men to rule, which 

meant that if He interfered directly as God, He would be breaking that declaration. God the Son, 

entered the body of a human being to have legal right to make changes on the earth.  

As a man, Jesus resisted the temptations of the devil and then defeated the devil on the cross, taking 

all the sins of the world upon Himself, He neutralised that sin and broke the power of the devil over 

mankind. He took back the authority that the devil stole and all who believe in Jesus, can walk in His 

victory and exercise the authority to rule the earth that He took back. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 

14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in 

the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 

and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

Colossians 2:14-15 

14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. 

And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities 

and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 
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Matthew 28:18-20 

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 

on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

I (v) All those that believe Jesus and are in Him, receive the authority to rule 

Jesus has won back all power and authority. 

Philippians 2:5-11 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not 

consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore 

God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 

under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

Colossians 2:8-10 

8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 

men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells 

all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all 

principality and power. 

1 Peter 3:21-22 

There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but 

the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been 

made subject to Him. 

There can be no doubt that Jesus won back the power and authority over the earth that Adam and 

Eve lost to the devil. Let’s see what is said about those that believe in Jesus. 

John 15:4-5 

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and 

I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

Mark 16:17-18 

17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will 

speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 

means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

John 14:12 

12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 

greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 
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Romans 8:16-17 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 

heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together. 

Matthew 7:7-8 

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 

I (vi) Why does a defeated devil seem to still be powerful on the earth today? 

Jesus defeated the devil on the cross and stripped him of all power and authority. The devil has been 

judged and his final incarceration in hell is sure. The sentence has however not been carried out yet… 

The reason? God’s mercy! 

Let’s look at the parable of the wheat and tares. 

Matthew 13:24-30 

24 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 

good seed in his field; 25 but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat 

and went his way. 26 But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also 

appeared. 27 So the servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed 

in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 

servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest while 

you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the 

harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather together the tares and bind 

them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” 

If God had finished everything up as soon as Jesus rose from the dead, then only a few thousand 

people in the land of Israel would have heard the Gospel and had a chance to be saved. God in His 

mercy is delaying the end so that the message can get out to everyone. 

Matthew 24:14 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and 

then the end will come. 

 A side effect of this is that the devil while stripped of all stolen power and authority, can still move 

around the earth and tell lies. When men believe the devil’s lies and act on them, he is able to influence 

events on the earth. He is a great liar and while men turn from truth to lies, the devil will exercise 

power that way.  

John 8:44 

44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks 

a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 

Ephesians 6:11-13 

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 
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Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand. 

As believers we are not to listen to the lies of the devil but are to resist Him. Because the devil will 

always flee from someone operating in the authority of Christ. 

James 4:7 

7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

1 Peter 5:8-9 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 

whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are 

experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 

God never asks us to do something that He hasn’t empowered us to do. When He says resist the devil, 

it’s because we can. 

N.B: The reason the devil gets away with so much on the earth today is that Christains are not using 

the authority God gave them to come against his evil works in the name of Jesus. Remember God 

placed man to rule on the earth, we are God’s partner to ensure that His will gets done! 

Jesus taught us to pray: 

Matthew 6:10 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 

Nothing is written on the Bible by accident or to enable us to pray nice poetic prayers. The reason is 

that if we don’t pray and use our authority as rulers on the earth to release God’s will, it can’t be 

released. For God to bypass mankind to enforce His will, would be to go back on His Word, where He 

placed men as rulers over the earth.  

God’s not letting bad things happen on the earth, we are! 

e.g: Look in 2 Timothy 1:1-7  where it is clear that God’s will is that everyone receive Jesus and be saved. 

Why then do we see verses telling us many will not be saved? (Matthew 7:22-23, Luke 13:23-24)? If God’s 

will was automatically done on the earth, all would be saved!  Many are not saved because we have 

free will and God needs men to release His will by faith on the earth, using our authority in Christ! 

II  The Kingdom of God/Heaven 

II (i) Defining the Kingdom of God/Heaven 

The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven are two names for the same thing. Matthew in his 

Gospel uses the phrase Kingdom of Heaven and the other books use the phrase Kingdom of God to 

describe the same things. 

A kingdom is where a king has dominion. To have dominion is to rule over or have control of. A 

kingdom is therefore where a king rules or has control over. A kingdom is a governmental entity (a 

method of government) and like any governmental entity, the Kingdom of God/Heaven functions 

according to laws and principles that can be learned and applied to achieve favourable results.  
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Psalm 103:19 

The Lord has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules over all.  

Jesus told many of His parables about the Kingdom of God/Heaven. He was laying out the laws and 

principles for us so that we could understand and follow them to our benefit. 

When you gave your life to Jesus and were born-again, you made Him your Lord and Saviour. Jesus 

the king now has dominion over your life. We see this in the verses below: the kingdom of God is in 

you, by being born-again into His family. 

Romans 10:8-13 

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 

faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 

that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto 

righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, 

“Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name 

of the Lord shall be saved.” 

John 3:3 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 

see the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 17:20-21 

Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered 

them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ 

or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” 

Colossians 1:13 

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of 

His love, 

As born-again believers, we have been delivered out of the kingdom of darkness, the kingdom of this 

world, and into the kingdom of Jesus, the kingdom of God/Heaven. This is the first truth we must 

realise. We should no longer operate according to the earth’s system; we should operate according to 

God’s system.  

[N.B: We achieve our salvation (reconciliation and right standing with God) though faith (believing) in 

the Jesus and His death and resurrection alone, not by any of our own good works.] 

Matthew 6:33 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

We are encouraged to push into the kingdom of God because as it manifests in our lives, all the other 

things that we need to live in this world will be provided.  

Acts 1:3 

to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by 

them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

We see that after His resurrection and before His ascension into heaven, Jesus taught for 40 days on 

the kingdom of God. This shows the importance of understanding what the kingdom of God is and 

how it operates.  



418GLOBAL NPC 

 
Foundations for Victory 2 

God’s Kingdom 

 

 

10 of 15 

 

II (ii) The Kingdom of God operates according to laws and principles 

Jeremiah 33:25 

“Thus says the Lord: ‘If My covenant is not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the 

ordinances of heaven and earth, 

As we said before, a kingdom is ruled by a king and consists of His Laws, Principles, Covenants, 

Promises, and Proclamations/Prophecies.  

a) Laws 

When we speak about ‘laws of the kingdom’ we are not referring to the Laws of Moses that we find 

in the Old Testament – we are not talking about trying to obey Moses’ laws to win God’s approval. We 

are talking about spiritual laws that govern the universe. These are truths that are eternal, govern 

creation and establish order and a foundation for living. They affect all people whether they know it 

or not and whether they believe in God or not.  

Some example of laws of the kingdom: 

1. The law of Genesis – Everything produces after its own kind 

2. The law of purpose – Every created thing and every Word of God has a divine purpose 

3. The law of Sowing and Reaping – what a man sows he will reap 

4. The law of giving and receiving – as you give, so you will receive 

5. The law of active pursuit – those that seek will find 

6. The law of faith – the just shall live by faith, we are justified by faith, walk by faith not by sight 

7. The law of sin and death – sowing to the flesh reaps corruption 

8. The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus – frees us from the law of sin and death 

9. The royal law of love – love your neighbour as yourself 

Another way that we can think of spiritual laws is to look at the natural laws in operation on the earth. 

The physical law of gravity operates on everyone whether they believe in it or understand it or not. 

One can supersede it by applying the physical laws of thrust and lift to overcome gravity, when flying 

an aeroplane, but as soon as you remove thrust and lift the law of gravity that was always there takes 

over and down you go.  

b) Principles 

A principle of the kingdom is a revelation or declaration that explains how the laws of the kingdom 

affect, or should affect, men. This is wisdom from God and is subject to man’s free will. You don’t have 

to follow these principles, but if you don’t then the laws of the kingdom may work against you.  

Spiritual law will govern your life one way or another, but God’s principles (wisdom) will teach you 

how to live correctly in the context of the kingdom.  

Some examples of principles of the kingdom:  

1. The way something begins almost always determines how it will end. 

 See Romans 11:16 - If the beginning is holy, the fruit will be holy.  

 We need to check all we do and make sure we start right. Praise God that in the 

kingdom you can always start over if you need to.  
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2. You can be the heir, seated in heavenly places, but not have a clue what you’re doing, and 

so be destroyed through lack of knowledge.   

 See Galatians 4:1 & Hosea 4:6 

 We need to commit to grow in the things of God and in reigning in the kingdom of 

God.  

3. If you have no order in your natural life, you will bear no fruit. Establish order in your life so 

that the spiritual has a place to grow.  

 See 1 Corinthians 15:46 & 1 Corinthians 14:33 

 No one will ask you to share your revelation if they look at your life and see disorder.  

4. There is a blessing in choosing to give to those who minister into your life.  

 See 1 Timothy 5:18 

5. The better blesses.  

 See Hebrews 7:7 

 You are the head and not the tail (Deuteronomy 28:13) when you are a blessing. When 

you are whining and complaining, you are choosing to be the lesser. When you are no 

longer blessing but complaining, you are switching from the position of “better” to 

the position of “lesser”.  

c) Promises 

Hebrews 8:6  

But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better 
covenant, which was established on better promises.  
 

2 Peter 1:3-4  

as His divine power has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given us exceedingly great and 
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world through lust.  
 

Spiritual laws are defined as never changing rules that apply to everyone, and spiritual principles help 

us apply these laws effectively in our lives for our good. God’s promises, on the other hand, are 

conditional.  

2 Corinthians 1:20  

For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.  

 

Promises function according to the foundation of spiritual laws when faith is released. 

Matthew 21:22  

And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.  

 

Mark 9:23  

Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” 
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d) Covenants 

A covenant can be defined as a pledge, treaty or compact. It is a solemn promise between two or more 

parties to perform certain actions within a certain set of circumstances. The Bible is made up of a 

sequence of covenants between God and man, culminating in the New Covenant through Jesus. 

E.g. Adamic Covenant, Noahic Covenant, Abrahamic Covenant, Mosaic Covenant, Davidic Covenant, 
New Covenant  
 

e) Proclamations and prophecies 

 
Proclamations and prophecies are God revealing Himself to us. These also give us guidance as we see 

how God has dealt with situations and people in the past. 

The kingdom of God brings heaven to earth; when we see the kingdom of God in operation, we see 

the perfect goodness of heaven released – we see healing and death defeated (see Matthew 10:7-8, 

Luke 10:9-11). This kingdom is the kingdom that is in us when we are born-again! (John 3:3). 

III  Understanding the balance of Grace and Faith 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 
not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
 

Romans 4:16 

16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all 
the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who 
is the father of us all 
 
God has done it all, He has supplied everything we need to be saved, to be made righteous and to be 

reconciled with Him. This is referred to as God’s Grace. It is a (free) gift that we do not deserve and 

cannot earn. We respond to and receive God’s Grace though our faith, believing that what He says is 

true and accepting His glorious gift. 

Some Christians emphasise God’s Grace (saying it’s all up to God) and some emphasise our faith 

(saying it’s all up to us to make things happen), but it is only when the two (grace and faith), work 

together, in balance, that we can understand and enter into all God has for us. 

Titus 2:11-14 

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 

looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 

who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself 

His own special people, zealous for good works. 

Romans 1:17 

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by 

faith.” 
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III (i) Jesus’ work on the cross is a complete work 

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, settled the question of sin for all time. No longer are we separated from 

God and every good thing of God is ours. God’s grace, His provision for us is a done deal, there is 

nothing more for Him to do! 

John 19:28-30 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 

said, “I thirst!” 29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour 

wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He 

said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 

Hebrews 10:11-14 

10 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 

13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 14 For by one offering He has 

perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

Ephesians 1:3 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ 

Romans 8:16-17 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 

heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together. 

(We suffer with Christ by identifying with and joining into His death, burial and resurrection through 

faith in Him, not by any extra work of suffering on our part – Romans 6) 

Colossians 2:8-10 

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 

men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells 

all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all 

principality and power. 

III (ii) We receive the fruits of Jesus’ finished works by faith 

We are complete in Jesus, because He has paid the price for us. We receive all that He has already 

done through faith. Our faith does not cause God to do something on our behalf, instead it enables us 

to receive what God has already done for us. 

Let’s look at some practical examples of done things: 

a) Sin is taken away 

Jesus dealt with sin once and for all on the cross by taking all sins past, present and future for the 

whole world upon Himself and paying the price for them. He paid the price in our place, so that we 

don’t have to. He took our guilt and gave us His innocence, His righteousness.  
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1 Peter 3:18 

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being 

put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit 

1 John 2:1-2 

1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 

an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our 

sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, they cursed the world, which moved from perfection to corruption. All 

the evil in the world was enabled and got its power through sin. When Jesus took all our sins, He took 

the one thing empowering evil and removed it. Evil no longer has power over us, as we are no longer 

slaves to sin.  

b) We are healed 

Healing is available as part of Jesus’ atoning work on the cross. We can receive it by faith in the same 

way that we receive our salvation by faith. 

1 Peter 2:21-24 

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,[a] leaving us an example, that 

you should follow His steps: 22 “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 23 who, 

when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed 

Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, 

that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 

The Apostle Peter, here references the Prophet Isaiah, who when prophesying of the coming Messiah, 

said that we would be healed by His stripes or wounds. 

Matthew 8:16-17 

16 When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast 

out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses.” 

Matthew also references the same passage in Isaiah, saying that Jesus took and bore our weaknesses 

and sicknesses.  

Isaiah 53:5  

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for 

our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 

When we believe (have faith) God for healing, we are tapping into what Jesus has already done. He 

was beaten, and His body broken, for our healing. He’s already paid the price for sickness so we don’t 

have to! 

c) We are prosperous 

2 Corinthians 8:9 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 

became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 
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The context of this portion of scripture is financial provision. The Apostle Paul is speaking plainly here, 

the idea is that Jesus broke the curse of poverty and empowered us to live in the blessing of God’s 

provision. 

2 Corinthians 9:8 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in 

all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 

When Jesus at His crucifixion, wore a crown of thorns, it was not only a mockery of His kingship but 

also symbolic of His victory over the curse of sin. In Genesis 3:17-19  we see how sin  caused the ground 

to be cursed so that man’s provision now came with hard work and difficulty.  

Genesis 3:17-19 

17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from 

the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your 

sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 

you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you 

return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” 

Jesus broke the curse of sin and delivered us into a place of blessings. We no longer labour under 

curses, but walk in blessings in Christ. 

Galatians 3:13-14 

13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the 

Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Go to Deuteronomy chapter 28 to see the list of the blessings that are ours and the curses that are 

taken away by Jesus. Remember that Jesus fulfilled all the requirements of the law for us, so that we 

are blessed and he took all the curses on Himself. Unlike the people under the covenant of Moses, the 

only thing we have to do to receive is to believe in Jesus. 

(Blessings: Deuteronomy 28:1-7, Curses: Deuteronomy28:8-68) 

d) Walking in God’s finished work 

We walk in everything God has done for us by faith. We received Jesus as our Lord and Saviour through 

faith and we should continue to receive the rest of His gift (grace/finished work) in the same way. 

Colossians 2:6-7 

 6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him 

and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 

Romans 1:17 

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by 

faith.” 

We walk in the rest that God has done it all, we just believe that He has, and access it accordingly. 


