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I  Getting direction 

Proverbs 3:5-8 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord 

and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, And strength[c] to your bones. 

Proverbs 3:5-8 (The Message Version) 

Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own. Listen for 

God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s the one who will keep you on track. Don’t 

assume that you know it all. Run to God! Run from evil! Your body will glow with health, your very 

bones will vibrate with life! 

Our lives as Christians, should be ones that are led by the Holy Spirit. God knows the end from the 

beginning and we would be wise to get His input in everything we do. 

I (i) Old Testament Guidance Systems. 

In the old testament times, people could not yet be born-again and interact directly with God as we 

can today as Christians. They had to rely on approaching God through priests, and hearing from God 

through prophets, angels and signs. There were only a few individuals who were called to be prophets 

or get messages from angels or see signs. For the rest of the people they had to trust those who said 

they heard from God.  

a) Prophets (Seers) 

In 1 Samuel chapter 9, Saul consults Samuel the Prophet/Seer about some lost donkeys. We see many 

other examples of people getting direction from prophets in the Old Testament. The prophets were 

given direction from the Lord to lead the people or to direct those in leadership. 

1 Samuel 9:6 

6 And he said to him, “Look now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honorable man; all 

that he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there; perhaps he can show us the way that we 

should go.” 

b) Signs and “Fleeces” 

Gideon is an example of someone who got directions from an angel and confirmed it with signs (a 

fleece and dew). 

Judges 6:36-40  

36 So Gideon said to God, “If You will save Israel by my hand as You have said— 37 look, I shall 

put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the 

ground, then I shall know that You will save Israel by my hand, as You have said.” 38 And it was so. 

When he rose early the next morning and squeezed the fleece together, he wrung the dew out of the 

fleece, a bowlful of water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me, but let me speak 
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just once more: Let me test, I pray, just once more with the fleece; let it now be dry only on the fleece, 

but on all the ground let there be dew.” 40 And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, 

but there was dew on all the ground. 

I (ii) The old ways over 

Hebrews 8:6-13 

6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better 

covenant, which was established on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, 

then no place would have been sought for a second. 8 Because finding fault with them, He says: 

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah— 9 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 

the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not 

continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and 

write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 11 None of them shall 

teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the 

least of them to the greatest of them. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 

and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 13 In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has 

made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

The Old Covenant is obsolete, as a way to approach God. We no longer go to prophets or look for signs 

to hear God, we can hear Him directly.  Why would we try to use “fleeces” when we have the Holy 

Spirit to guide us? 

Prophecy is now to encourage us and build us up. When someone gives us a directional prophecy (do 

this or go there), it should line up with what God has told us already and encourage us that we are 

hearing correctly from God! 

1 Corinthians 14:3 

3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 

John 10:27 

27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

When we follow Old Covenant methods in the New Covenant to get direction from God we open 

ourselves up to letting circumstances and the devil direct our lives. Some people talk of following open 

doors and turning from closed ones, but what if the devil closes a door? We should always be guided 

by the Holy Spirit! 

I (iii) New Testament Guidance System 

GPS: God’s Peace and Spirit 

God speaks to us through His Spirit and through the peace He places in our hearts. 
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Romans 8:14 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

John 14:26-27 

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 

and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I 

give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid. 

Psalm 85:8 

8 I will hear what God the Lord will speak, For He will speak peace To His people and to His saints; 

But let them not turn back to folly. 

Colossians 3:15 

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be 

thankful. 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 

16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you 

all. 

John 16:12-15 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the 

Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 

whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will 

take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 

that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 

II  Tuning into the Spirit 

There is a responsibility on us to focus on the things of God and develop a sensitivity to His Spirit. The 

thing you focus on is the thing that will have the loudest voice in our lives. If all your focus is on the 

things of this world, you will find your spiritual hearing will be dull. 

II (i) The receiver: The ability to hear. 

Romans 8:14 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

God does not hide His will and purpose from you. 

John 16:13 

13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 

speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 
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1 Corinthians 2:9-10 

9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man he 

things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 10 But God has revealed them to us through 

His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 

John 10:2-5 

2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and 

the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 And when he 

brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 

5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 

strangers.” 

God speaks to us through our born-again spirit. We can all year Him. 

Romans 8:16 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

II (ii) Plug into the power: the energy to hear 

We need to plug into the power of the Holy Spirit, using all the tools at our disposal. One of the most 

powerful of these tools is praying on the Holy Spirit, also known as speaking in tongues. 

Jude 1:20 

20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 

1 Corinthians 14:18 

18 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 

Things like worship, prayer, Bible study all help us to plug into God’s power. 

II (iii) Antennae: the desire to hear 

We need to position ourselves to hear.  

James 4:8 

8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 

hearts, you double-minded. 

Drawing near to God does not actually change God’s position, James is simply pointing out here that 

when you focus on God, you will position yourself to receive what He is already giving. We need to 

tune our hearts to God. It’s like a radio, when you tune into a station and get music, this is not when 

the station started to broadcast. The station was broadcasting all the time, your radio was just not 

tuned in to receive. You can’t be double minded, trying to be focused on God, and the things of this 

world. Being double minded, brings you to the place of believing but also doubting, with the two 

cancelling each other out. 
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Psalm 4:4 

4 Be angry, and do not sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. 

We need to spend time thinking deeply on the things of God and getting His truths deep into our 

hearts. 

Mark 6:31 

31 And He said to them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” For there 

were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. 

Sometimes we need to take some time away from the business of life to rest and refocus on God. 

Psalm 119:105 

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

God’s Word is our guide, we need to spend time reading and absorbing it. 

The closer I am with Christ, the easier it is to hear. When God seems far away, ask yourself who has 

moved? (Clue: it wasn’t God - Hebrews 13:5, 2 Timothy 2:13) 

II (iv) Proper channel: recognising what you hear 

John 16:12-15 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the 

Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 

whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will 

take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 

that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 

The Holy Spirit will never contradict the Word of God. As you read the Word, you will start to recognise 

the voice of God. We need to be able to recognise the Holy Spirit. 

John 15:26 

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 

proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. 

God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are three but one, their messages are consistent. The Holy Spirit 

will always highlight Jesus, the way to salvation and relationship with the Father. 

II (v) Listening: taking the time to hear 

Psalm 46:10 

10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 

Engage your spirit with the Holy Spirit 
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Hebrews 4:12 

11 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart. 

God Word is a living Word, not the physical book but the ideas written within. When the Word is 

planted in our hearts, it grows to bear fruit. God’s Word is how we understand spiritual things, it’s 

how we differentiate between the spiritual and things from our own thoughts and emotions. 

II (vi) Obedience: responding to what you hear 

You can know exactly what God is saying but if you don’t put it into action then it will benefit you 

nothing. We need to be doers, not just hearers of God’s Word. 

James 1:22-25 

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer 

of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes 

himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the 

perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one 

will be blessed in what he does. 

All the correct hearing and understanding in the world will do nothing for you if you don’t act on it! 

To think that knowing the truth is enough, is to be deceived.  

The devil knows God exists but this knowledge alone does not help Him. 

James 2:19 

19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 

III  How God speaks 

III (i) The written Word of God 

God speaks to us continually through the Word, it’s His way of teaching us and preparing us for 

everything we need to do in life. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 

every good work. 

III (ii) Inward intuition – the prompting of the Holy Spirit 

This is when you know something without a rational process or explanation. A sense of something not 

evident or deductible.  
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1 John 2:20  

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 

1 John 2:27 

27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that 

anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is 

not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 

Romans 8:16 

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

God’s Spirit joins Himself to our spirits to declare to us that we are God’s children. 

III (iii) Listening to the inward voice – words that rise out of our hearts. 

Acts 2:37 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 

“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

1 Kings 19:11-13 

12 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord 

passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces 

before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord 

was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and 

after the fire a still small voice. 13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his 

mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and 

said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

1 Corinthians 6:17 

17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 

When we are born-again, Jesus through the Holy Spirit, comes to live within us. God is not speaking 

to us from far away, He is in our spirits and speaks to us from there. 

III (iv) Attributes of God’s voice: 

James 3:17 

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 

and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

God’s Voice: 

a) It is loving and gentle, never forceful, demanding or condemning. 

God is love, and everything He says and does is motivated by love. 
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1 John 4:7-8 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 

does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in 

iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things.8 Love never fails 

Love does not force people or make demands of them. Love is a giver not a taker! 

Romans 8:1-2 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 

made me free from the law of sin and death. 

Condemnation is not from God. 

Matthew 11:28-30 

28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke 

upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

Everything from Jesus brings rest and makes our burden light not heavy.  

b) It is reoccurring and consistent 

God does not change and His objective to bring salvation and freedom to mankind stays the same. 

Malachi 3:6  

6 “For I am the Lord, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob. 

Hebrews 13:8 

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

c) It always agrees with the written word. 

God never violates His Word. 

Psalm 138:2 

2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and Your 

truth; For You have magnified Your word above all Your name. 

John 16:13-15 

13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 

speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 

14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father 

has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 
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God’s Word should always be our guide and anything that goes against it should be disregarded. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (Passion Translation) 

16 Every Scripture has been written by the Holy Spirit, the breath of God. It will empower you by its 

instruction and correction, giving you the strength to take the right direction and lead you deeper into 

the path of godliness. 17 Then you will be God’s servant, fully mature and perfectly prepared to fulfill 

any assignment God gives you. 

God is not confused and He does not contradict himself. 

d) It leads to life, freedom and blessings. 

John 10:10 

10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 

have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. (Jesus speaking) 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

John 8:36 

36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

Ephesians 1:3 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

Galatians 3:13-14 

13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the 

Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

III (v) Beware of becoming numb  

Why some can’t hear the voice, is because of a seared conscience – numb to God’s presence. 

1 Timothy 4:1-5 

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 

deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience 

seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God 

created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For every 

creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; 5 for it is 

sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

James 5:16 

16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The 

effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 
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• Keep your conscience captive to the Word of God 

• Let your conscience be directed by the Holy Spirit 

• Keep your conscience cleansed through the confession of sin and the acceptance of God’s 
forgiveness. – Our sins are forgiven through faith in Jesus, not the act of confessing. 
Confessing helps us to get the problem into the open so that we can get the support to deal 
with it. You can’t solve the problem that you bury. 

 

1 Timothy 1:18-29 

18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made 

concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a good 

conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom 

are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

IV  Testing all things 

We are to test everything we hear and accept nothing without checking it out. 

1 John 4:1 

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. 

1 Thessalonians 5:19-23 

19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

22 Abstain from every form of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; 

and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Failing to test something we have heard can lead to us being deceived. 

IV (i) These are tests we can conduct to check if it’s God. 

a) The truth test: does if agree with the Bible? 

Is there a scriptural principle that agrees with what I am hearing in my heart? God will never violate 

His Word. Sometimes the devil’s lies sound very convincing but we must always check things against 

God’s Word (The Bible). 

John 8:31-32 

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 

indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

John 8:44 

44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks 

a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 

every good work. 

b) The test of time: do I feel as strongly about it today as I did yesterday? 

Acts 5:38 

38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work 

is of men, it will come to nothing; 

Gamaliel advised above to leave the Apostles to see if what they were doing lasted and bore fruit. 

Does what you hear grow hotter and brighter or colder and dimmer?  

c) The flavour test: does it taste like conviction or condemnation? 

Condemnation leaves us hopeless, it expresses strong disapproval and it declares us unfit for purpose. 

Conviction is a firmly held belief, it will always leave us with hope and create a path of change we can 

follow to success. 

John 16:7 

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 

Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 

The hallmark of the Holy Spirit is that He is our helper and that what He tells us will always encourage 

us to stay close to and rely on Jesus. Condemnation creates shame which makes us want to hide from 

Jesus. 

Romans 8:1-2 

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according 

to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me 

free from the law of sin and death. 

d) The peace test: do I sense God’s peace? 

1 Corinthians 14:33 

33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 

Psalm 85:8 

8 I will hear what God the LORD will speak, For He will speak peace To His people and to His saints; 

But let them not turn back to folly. 

If what you are hearing is causing confusion, then be careful. We need to listen to when something 

causes us to not have peace in a situation. 
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e) The me test: is it a warm fuzzy or the Holy Spirit? 

Is it consistent with my gifts and callings? Am I involved for my own benefit/personal gain? Sometimes 

our desires can mislead us into hearing what we want to hear.  

James 4:3 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

f) The character test: is it consistent with my shape and profile 

Is it a round peg in a square hole? Remember, just because you’ve never done it doesn’t mean it 

doesn’t fit your shape. Sometimes God tells us things that will stretch us but He will not make you do 

something that is totally against the way He made you and that will make you miserable for the rest 

of your life. 

Ephesians 2:10 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them. 

g) The mentor test: do fellow believers confirm it? 

What are the people closest to me saying? We need to cultivate a group of mature believers around 

us who can advise us wisely. 

Proverbs 11:14 

Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. 

Guidelines for those you receive council from: 

• Do they have the same values, morals and beliefs? 

• Do they have all the facts? 

• Have they proven to be successful in life? 

• Do they have expertise in the area you are pursuing wisdom? 

• Do they have your best interests at heart? 

• Are they willing to tell you if you’re wrong? Do you respect them enough to accept the 
answer if they do? 
 

h) The head and the heart test: is it just me or is it God? 

God’s Word will help us see what is from God and what is from us. As we replace the world’s way of 

thinking about things with God’s way of thinking about things, we will be able to perceive His guidance 

in situations. 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart. 
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Romans 12:2 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 

may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

i) The spiritual gifts test: does it confirm what is already in your heart? 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:11-12 

God equips us with the gifts needed to fulfil our calling. As we walk this out, we should see a pattern 

or trajectory starting to emerge. If we hear something that requires us to make a big change from this, 

we should investigate it carefully. 

V  Getting Wisdom 

V (i) The voice of wisdom 

God has made us to consist of three parts; spirit, soul and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23). We are not 

just spirit, God has given us a mind, will and emotions. When we are continues renewing our 

minds/emotions/will (our soul) to line up with God’s Word, then God’s Wisdom can be a valuable tool 

in making decisions in our lives.  

V (ii) The impact of wisdom: 

a) Will save you from the ways of wicked men 

Proverbs 2:12 

12 Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep you, 12 To deliver you from the way of evil, 

From the man who speaks perverse things, 

b) Will protect you and watch over you 

Proverbs 4:5-6 

5 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 6 Do 

not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you. 

c) Is more precious than rubies 

Proverbs 8:11 

11 For wisdom is better than rubies, And all the things one may desire cannot be compared with her. 

d) Gives us patience 

Proverbs 19:11 

11 The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, And his glory is to overlook a transgression. 
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e) Is encouraging to your soul  

Proverbs 24:14 

14 So shall the knowledge of wisdom be to your soul; If you have found it, there is a prospect, And 

your hope will not be cut off. 

f) Makes one wise man more powerful that ten rulers in a city 

Ecclesiastes 7:19 

19 Wisdom strengthens the wise More than ten rulers of the city. 

g) The ability to perceive the true nature of a matter and to implement the will of God into that 

situation. 

James 3:14-18 

14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 

15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy 

and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above 

is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and 

without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

V (iii) How do we get wisdom? 

a) We must fear (deeply respect and reverence) the Lord and value His wisdom 

Proverbs 1:1-6 

1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 2 To know wisdom and instruction, To 

perceive the words of understanding, 3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, Justice, judgment, and 

equity; 4 To give prudence to the simple, To the young man knowledge and discretion— 5 A wise 

man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, 6 To 

understand a proverb and an enigma, The words of the wise and their riddles. 

The good attitude to wisdom is – God I know nothing, you know everything, please teach me. 

Proverbs 9:10 

10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding. 

The fear of the Lord has two side. 1. Hate and despise sin. 2. Love and delight in your relationship with 

Him. 

b) We must passionately pursue it 

James 1:5-8 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and 

it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of 
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the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything 

from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

Proverbs 4:7-8 

7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. 8 

Exalt her, and she will promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 

If we followed wisdom, we would not fall into so many holes that require miracles for us to get out of. 

c) We must apply it in everyday life 

Proverbs 11:14 

14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. 

James 4:17 

17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

Proverbs 19:21 

21 There are many plans in a man’s heart, Nevertheless the Lord’s counsel—that will stand. 

Proverbs 4:18-19 

18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. 19 

The way of the wicked is like darkness; They do not know what makes them stumble. 

The path of the righteous is righteous because it’s consistent with God’s character. The person doesn’t 

make it righteous, the path is already righteous. 

To live wisely we need to build a life plan that is consistent with God’s plan. 

VI  Flowing in the anointing 

What is the anointing? 

The anointing is God’s mark of approval and empowerment on a person to achieve God’s objectives 

1 Samuel 9:27-10:1 

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go 

on ahead of us.” And he went on. “But you stand here awhile, that I may announce to you the word 

of God.” 10 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him and said: “Is 

it not because the Lord has anointed you commander over His inheritance 

1 Samuel 16:13 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of 

the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 

Saul and David were anointed with oil to be kings of Israel. Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit who 

empowers the anointed person to achieve what God calls them to do. 
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Luke 4:18-19 

“18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the 

poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of 

sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of 

the Lord.” 

Jesus was marked (appointed) and empowered by the Holy Spirit to bring salvation, life, freedom and 

healing to a lost and dying world. 

VI (i) God has anointed us for a purpose. 

2 Corinthians 1:21 

21 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me, Silvanus, and 

Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, 

and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ 

and has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a 

guarantee. 

1 John 2:27 

27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that 

anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is 

not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 

John 14:12-14 

12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and 

greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My 

name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask[ anything in My name, 

I will do it. 

Jesus was anointed and when we received Him, we also received the same anointing. The plan is for 

us to continue rolling out what He purchased for us through His death and resurrection. 

VI (ii) The anointing is not based on natural talents. 

The anointing can flow through and express itself through our talents but our talents themselves are 

tools not the anointing itself. 

1 Samuel 16:7 

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I 

have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, 

but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

David was the least of the house of Jesse Every flaw we have is fixable, God has equipped us for what 

He has for us to do. 
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VI (iii) You can cooperate with or hinder the anointing 

You have been given a free will. You can receive Jesus as your Lord and Saviour along with His anointing 

and do nothing with it if you so choose. God requires our cooperation with Him to achieve His 

purposes on the earth. 

Matthew 16:19 

And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

Romans 10:14-15 

14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 

Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall 

they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things! 

VI (iv) You’ll often be drawn to people with a similar calling to you. 

You will usually find yourself drawn to people who express the anointing in similar ways that you are 

called to do. E.g.: If you are gifted as an evangelist, you will often feel drawn to teachers and ministers 

with an evangelistic flavour. These people will often then reinforce your interest in their area and 

strongly influence your development as a believer. The ministers you listen to the most will mould you 

the most. 

This can be a clue to discovering your calling. 

VI (v) You must start with what you have. 

In Mark 6:30-44, the feeding the 5 thousand. Jesus started with what He had, five loaves and two fish. 

Don’t wait until you have it all or you feel it… Jesus thanked God for what He had. 

When we step out in faith, with what you have, then God honours that faith. Jesus’ heart was for the 

people not for self-glory. The anointing flowed for the people. 

VI (vi) God’s anointing is to help someone. 

It’s not for us to get a buzz or to show how cool we are. 

1 Corinthians 12:7 

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 

1 Corinthians 14:26 

26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, 

has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 
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VI (vii) The anointing will flow through your gift. 

The anointing will manifest itself through your gifts.  

1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:11-12 

VI (viii) It will settle towards the spiritual state of the of the crowd. 

God’s anointing will respond to the expectations of the people you are with. The more they draw on 

God’s promises, the more they will receive. If the people are hungry for healing, this will start to 

manifest, even if you’re there to teach on something completely different.  

Matthew 13:57-58 

57 So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in 

his own country and in his own house.” 58 Now He did not do many mighty works there because of 

their unbelief. 

VI (ix) Our attitude to the anointing is important. 

We must be prepared to pull or draw on the anointing. If you don’t use it, it can’t help you. When we 

are in a situation, we must seek the wisdom on the Holy Spirit on what to do. It is possible to move in 

a supernatural way that hurts people. E.g. Just because you know something about someone through 

the Holy Spirit, doesn’t mean you must tell the whole room. 

We also need to understand that anointing is not the same as character. We need to grow our 

character and live a life of integrity. There are plenty of examples of powerfully anointed people in the 

Bible who failed at the end through not having God’s character.  

Being anointed doesn’t mean we don’t prepare ourselves to live out God’s calling on our lives. We 

need to be diligent and study the Word, spend time speaking to God and any other preparation that 

is needed.  

VII  Flowing in the gifts of the Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2 You know that[a] you 

were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known 

to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that 

Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There 

are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 

same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit 

of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge 

through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same 

Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 

another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same 

Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 



418GLOBAL NPC 

 
Living a Spirit Led Life 

 

 

20 of 23 

 

There are nine Spiritual gifts listed, three revelation gifts, three power gifts and three inspirational 

gifts 

VII (i) Revelation gifts – reveal or show us something 

a) Word of knowledge: A supernatural revelation concerning facts in the mind of God – 

concerning people, places or things. 

Acts 5:3-4 

3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part 

of the price of the land for yourself? 4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, 

was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied 

to men but to God.” 

John 4:17-18 

17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I 

have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your 

husband; in that you spoke truly.” 

b) Word of Wisdom – A supernatural revelation concerning the plan and purpose in the 

mind of God. 

Luke 22:10-12 

10 And He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a 

pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters. 11 Then you shall say to the master of the 

house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with My 

disciples?”’ 12 Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.” 

Acts 9:15-18 

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, 

kings, and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s 

sake.” 17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you 

may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately there fell from his eyes 

something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. 

c) Discerning of Spirits: Supernatural insight into the spirit realm 

Matthew 16:15-17 

15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon 

Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 
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Matthew 16:22-23 

22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall 

not happen to You!” 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense 

to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” 

Acts 16:16-18 

16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination 

met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and 

cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of 

salvation.” 18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the 

spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very 

hour. 

VII (ii) Power gifts – Do something 

a) Faith: a gift from the Spirit of God to the believer that he might receive a miracle. 

The Amplified says “special faith”. Every believer has faith. This is a gift that goes beyond your normal 

levels of faith. 

Matthew 14:22-33 

22 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while 

He sent the multitudes away. 23 And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the 

mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. 24 But the boat was 

now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. 25 Now in the fourth 

watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw Him 

walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. 27 But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” 28 And Peter 

answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” 29 So He 

said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to 

Jesus. 30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he 

cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” 31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught 

him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, 

the wind ceased. 33 Then those who were in the boat came and[c] worshiped Him, saying, “Truly 

You are the Son of God.” 

b) Gifts of healing: supernatural healing of sickness and disease without natural means of 

any source. 

Matthew 8:1-3 

1 When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. 2 And behold, a leper 

came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 3 Then Jesus 

put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was 

cleansed.  

This healing was not by natural means. 
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c) Working of Miracles: A gift to the believer that he/she might perform miracles. 

John 2:1-12 

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 

Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 And when they ran out of wine, the 

mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your 

concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever 

He says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of 

purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the 

waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, “Draw some out 

now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took it. 9 When the master of the feast had tasted 

the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had 

drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 10 And he said to him, “Every 

man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. 

You have kept the good wine until now!” 11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, 

and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him. 12 After this He went down to 

Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days. 

A miracle is an intervention in the ordinary course of nature used to display God’s power and 

magnificence. 

VII (iii) Inspirational gifts – Say something. 

a) Prophecy: Supernatural speech in a known tongue or language 

1 Corinthians 14:3  

3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 

A message from God to build someone and encourage them. 

1 Corinthians 14:39 

Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 

Desire earnestly to prophesy, because the number one attack on the church is “you’re not good 

enough”, which gets people to doubt what God says about them” – Prophecy is edification and 

exhortation and comfort to men. 

b) Tongues; Supernatural speech in an unknown language. 

1 Corinthians 14:13 

13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 

The fact that there is a need to interpret shows it is in an unknown language. 
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c) Interpretation of tongues: Supernatural speech telling the meaning of the tongue 

1 Corinthians 14:13 

13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 

It’s an interpretation not a word for word translation. 

When a tongue is given and then interpreted, it performs the same function as prophecy. 

1 Corinthians 4:5 

5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is 

greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive 

edification. 

VII (iv) Application in our lives 

1 Peter 4:10-11 

10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him 

do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

a) The purpose of the gifts are to help people. 

1 Corinthians 14:26 

26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, 

has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 

b) Love is the key to ministering effectively. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding 

brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries 

and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, 

I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 

be burned,  but have not love, it profits me nothing. 

Remember to stay humble and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in everything you do.  


